
Cuadrilla Questions 
 

1 How many licences have Cuadrilla been offered in/around Melbourne? 
 

 Cuadrilla have licences for the Melbourne area as well as other areas in the East 
Riding. 

2 Have any of the licences been taken up? 
 

 No.  

3 Is there a map showing licenses awarded/taken up? 
 

 Slides 10 and 11 contain a map showing the areas where licences are held by 
Cuadrilla. 

4 Is there a map showing where you plan to place well pads and how many wells 
there will be on each pad? (In the US 1 well pad can have up to 24 wells on it) 

 

 No 

5 Have there been any discussions with landowners? How far advanced? 
 

 There have been no discussions with landowners. If matters got to the planning 
stage, consultation with the public would take place. 

6 What does the licence allow?(operational conditions, timescale, type of gas) 
 

 See slides 13 to 24 for details of fracking operations. Basically, seismic tests are 
carried out initially. These enable the different types of rock to be identified. If 
the decision is made to go ahead, a well is drilled – one well pad can have many 
horizontal wells coming off it. Hydraulic fracturing takes place (see slide 19) to 
remove the shale gas. 

7 What do the short, medium and long term plans, activities and timeline look like? 
Are these in the public domain-where? 

 

 Seismic tests have not been carried out yet and there are no plans to carry them 
out for a couple of years. The focus is currently in Lancashire and the company 
wants to wait and see how those develop and work out before looking to expand 
into any other areas in the UK. 
 
Whether fracking will go ahead will depend on the type of geology, the type of 
well and how horizontal it is, the number of fractures. All this data must go 
through a third party which is independent. In addition the Health and Safety 
Executive must examine and assess how Cuadrilla is planning to carry out the 
exploration. 
 
The licences Cuadrilla hold allows them 5 years to carry out the seismic tests, 
then 10 years to carry out the next stage if the seismic tests are successful and 
they want to go into production. Production lasts for around 20 years or until it is 
no longer economically viable from that well pad. 

8 How deep do you drill? 
 



  8,000ft – 10,000ft deep. Anything less than 6,000ft is not deep enough as 
there is insufficient pressure.  

 7,000ft – 11,000ft is the optimum depth. The wells go down deeper in the 
USA because of the different geographical composition. However, can’t say 
for sure at this point because no seismic tests have yet been carried out by 
Cuadrilla. Until this testing has taken place and have drilled vertically, won’t 
know how long the well will be. 

 The onus is on Cuadrilla to make the horizontal sections as long as possible 
as there will then be less impact on the surface of the ground. This will also 
help with getting planning permission. 

9 Research indicates fracking is not viable with a low number of wells. What 
is the maximum number of wells you can have in what area?  
 

  On each pad, the number of layers will determine the number of wells 
although it is estimated there will be about 30-40 horizontal wells on each 
pad. However, that doesn’t mean the pad will require the same number of 
well heads on the surface, because multiple horizontal wells can come off 
each vertically dug well 

10 What would the typical industrial infrastructure look like? ie. 
Storage/management/admin/maintenance facilities for any extracted gas? 

 See slide X 

11 New roads to access these sites? 

  Yes, there would need to be a road up to the site 

 Many difference types of liquid, including sea water can be used to frack 

 If it is possible to pipe water in that would eliminate the need to use lorries 
to bring it in. For that reason, it is unlikely Cuadrilla would consider a pad 
without piped water 

12 What is the life of a pad and the wells on it? 
 

 25 – 40 years although the amount of gas will decline with time until there 
comes a point when it is no longer economically viable to continue fracking. 

13 How close to domestic housing can a pad be sited and wells drilled? 
 

  Drilling takes place 24 hours a day.  

 Noise levels are determined by planning consents and conditions. Therefore 
the noise levels allowed will be determined by the proximity to housing. 

14 Where will you get the millions of gallons of water from that is required for 
the drilling and fracking? (Each well uses @5m gallons) 
 

  Seawater could be used although mains water would be best. 

 This would form part of the environmental statement that would go as part 
of the planning application 

15 What will you do with the millions of gallons of flowback water? 
 

 This usually goes to the nearest waste water treatment works 

16 When will the public have the opportunity to talk to Cuadrilla? 
 

  If or when Cuadrilla moves towards the planning application stage, it would 
be more proactively engaged in talking to the public.  



 There is no time frame as yet for this 

17 How many and what sort of employment opportunities would be created 
for local people? 
 

  The number of jobs would depend on the size of the project undertaken, ie 
the number of wells 

 If there was just one well, Cuadrilla would probably bring staff in from 
another well; if multiple wells, then there would probably be a need to create 
jobs 

 There would be a sizable number of support jobs, eg catering, consultants, 
security. 

 A USA study showed that one pad created around 400 jobs 

18 Is Cuadrilla allowed to drill through the aquifer? 

  Not allowed to drill through the aquifer will any hazardous materials. 
Sections of the vertical pipe are sealed and this would prevent hazardous 
material escaping into the aquifer 

 Anything used to drill must be non-hazardous to the ground and must be 
approved by the Environment Agency. 

 The EA has zones around different types of water course. For example, it is 
illegal to drill in a zone 1 area. For other zones, drilling is allowed with 
differing levels of stringency 

19 Would the gas go into the national grid? 

  Yes, so there would need to be a pipeline into the grid 

 One of the key criteria to selecting a site is the proximity to the grid 

 
 

 


